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Hereas ſome have given out, that by 
the Ac of Councell, which ex- 
P_ the Contefſion of Faith 

-2| lately commanded to be ſworne 

by his Majeſty , to be underſtood 

' oftheConfeſſion of faith,as it was 

then profeſſed and received, when 
it was made,and that inthat Confeſſion,defence both 
of the doctrine & diſcipline theneſtabliſhed is ſworn, 
at which time epiſcopall government being (as they 
ſay) aboliſhed , it muſt needs follow , that the ſame 
government is by this late oath abjured. 

And underſtanding that even amongſt thoſe who 
continue together ſtill at Glaſgov7, under thename of 
a generall Aſſcmbly, though but a pretended and un- 
lawfull one, this objection is held to be of ſome mo. 
ment,and uſed by them tothe great diſturbance of the 
peace of this church and kingdome, and tothe great 
_ diſquieting of the mindes of ſuch his Majeſties good 
| ſubjects as have taken the faid oath , and yet never. 

meaned nor do mean to abjure pibopatſ govern- 
ment; And to per{ſwade others,that if they ſhall take 
the ſame oaththus explained by the ſaid Atof Coun- 
cell , by ſo doing they muſt likewaies abjure the ſaid 
government : | 

We James Marqueſſe of Hamiltoun, his Majeſties 
high Commiſhoner, Wm ms any ſuch ſcru- 
pulous miſconſtruftion ſhould be made of his Maje. 
ſties gracious and pious intentions,and being deſirous 
to removeall doubts from the minds of his Majeſties 
good ſubjeRs , and to keep them from being poy- 
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(2) 
ſoned by fuch as by forced and forged inferences 
would mike them” beleeve, thatthey hd aQtyally by 
taking that oath {worn that which neither virtually 
nor verely they have ſworn, or ever intended to 
ſwear. OL Was r©quured by authority to be ſworn by 


them, cithe I dire ly Or indirectly - Confidcring that 


all oathes muſt be taken according to the minde , in- 
tention, nd commandement of that authority,which 
cxactuththe oath;and that we,bypeciall commande- 
mcnt from his facred Maicſtie , commanded the {aid 
oath to be adminiſtred , we do hereby treely and in- 
gcuuouſly profelle and declare our mind and mean- 
ing hercin , as we have conſtantly heretofore done 
ſince our coming into this kingdome abour this im- 
ploymcnt 3V/4, That by any ſuch words or a of 
councell we never' meaned or intended that epilco- 

all government ſhould be abiured, nor any thing 
ell: which was eſtabliſhe@ by a&ts of parliament, or 
acts of the church of this kingdome, which are now 


in force,and were {o at the time of the taking of the 


ſaid oath. 

Nor indeed could we have any:-other intention or 
meaning, being clearly warranted and exprefly com- 
manded by his Maicſties1nſtructions,to cxact the ſaid 
oath, and take order that it ſhould be ſworn through- 
out the kingdome inthat faire and lawfull ſenſe, and 
none other. Neither in this point did we deliver our 
own words, or his Maicſtics minde ambiguouſly or 
doubtfully., ſoas any other ſenſe , to our thinking, 
could be picked or wrong, out-of eitherthe one or the 
other ; for we doatteſt the Lorgs of the Councell, 
whcther we did notto many,or all of them upon ſe- 
ycrall occaſions in conference with them ever ſince 

our 
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(3) 
our coming into this kingdom, conſtantly declare un. 
tothem , that his Maicſties refolution was not to ſuf. 
fer cpilcopull governmentto be aboliſhed : We atreſt 
all the ] ords of Scion, whether before our tendc- 
ring ot that oath to them , or their Lordthips taking 
of x, we did notfully and freely declare to them, thar 
his Maicſtics minde in commanding tis to fee this oath 
taken , and our own minde in requiring then to take 
it, was onclyto ſerie and ſecurethe religion and fairh 
protcſlcd in this kingdome, but was not to be extend- 
cd to the abiuring of epilcopall government, orany 
other thing now 4a force by the laws of this church 
and ſtate arthe time of adminiſtring this oath, which 
their Lordſhips , being the reverend and' learned 
Judges of the lawes, knew well could not be abtured; 
after which perſpicuous predeclaration ofour minde, 
ther Lordthips undoubredly in that ſame ſenſe and 
none other rook the ſaid oath. | 

And now,good Reader, having heard his Maieſtics | 
minde and intention , and in purſuance of them , the 
mind of his Maieſties highCommiſttoner concerning 
this oath,though reaſons to repell the former obiecti- 
on ſeem to be needlefle (the known minde ofthe ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate who urgethan oath,being to be ta- 
ken forthe undoubted ſenle of it ,yetforaſmuchasthar 
obiection hath of late bin mainly urged for alienating 
the mindes of many of l.is M' icſties good ſubics, 
and well affected to that government, from adhering 
unto it, be pleaſed to knw, that the former obi-Rion 
bath neicher ſhow nor torce of reaſon init, and that 
by the (aid oath and that explanation fer down inthe 
act of councell, epiſcopall goyernmentneither was 
nor poſſibly could be abiured,and thatfor many rea- 
C 3 {ons, 
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(4) 
ſons, but eſpecially theſe five , which we having ſeen 


| and approved , have cauſed to be here inſerted, and 


leave them tothine impartiall conſideration. 

Firſt, God forbid it ſhould be imagined that his 
Majcſty ſhould command his ſubjeRts to take an oath 
which 1n it ſelf is ablolutely unlawfull : Futfor aman 
to ſwear againſt a thing which is cſtabliſhed by the 
laws of thechurch and kingdome in which he liveth 
(unleſſe that thing be repugnant to the law of God) is 
abſolutely unlawfull , untill ſuch time as that king- 
dome and church do firſt repeal theſe laws : And 
therefore epilcopall government not being repug- 
nant to the law of God,nay being conſonant unto it, 
as being of apoſtolicall inſtirution (which ſhall be 
demor Rirated it any manpleaſctoargue it )and ſtand- 
ing fully eſtabliſhed, both by as w parliament, and 
acts of generall aſſembly at therime when this oath 
was adminiſtred ; to abjure it before theſe acts be re. 
pealed, is abſolutely unlawfull, and againſt the word 
of God: and it is to be hoped noman will conceive 
that his Majeſtic meaned to command a thing abſo- 
lutely unlawtull. And if it ſhould be ſaid , as it is ſaid 
by ſome, (who not being able to avoid the force of 
reaſon, do betake themſelves to pitifull (ſhifts and 
evaſions) that theſe a&ts of parliament and aſſembly 
eſtabliſhing epiſcopall government, were unlawfully 
and unducly obtained : certainly if they have any 
reaſons for this their bold aſſertion , which is of a 
more dangerous conſequence then that it ought to 
be endured in any all ſerled church or common- 
wealth ; theſe reaſons may be preſented lawfully to 
theſe judicatoricsto entreat them to reduce the flids 
acts , it there ſhall be ſtrength and validity found in 


them. 


” 
- 


' 


ys 
© 
ſy 


5) 
them. But to hold, that untill ſuch time as theſe judi. 
catories ſhall repeal the ſaids laws, they cither ought 
to be, or can poſſibly be abjured, is a wicked poſition, 
and deſtructive of the very foundation of juſtice both 
in church and common- wealth. 

Secondly , it cannot be imagined that this oath 
ſhould oblige the now takers of it farther then it did 
oblige therakers of it at firſt : for doctrine and points 
of Erith it did oblige them then, and ſo doth it us 
now, perpetually, becauſe theſe points in themſelves 
are perpetuall, immutable and eternall : But for points 
of diſcipline and government , and policie of the 
Church, that oath could binde the firſt takers of it no 
longer then that diſcipline and government ſhould 
ſtand in force by the laws of this Church and King- 
dome , which our Church in her poſitive confeſhon 
of faith printed amongſt the acts MPerlizencne/anic 
20.21, declareth to be alterable at the-will of the 
Churchit1elf,and fo repealable by ſucceeding acts, if 
the Church ſhall ſee cauſe. Whena king at his co- 
ronation taketh an oath to rule according tothe laws 
of his kingdome,or a judge at his admiſſion ſweareth 
to give judgement according to theſe laws,the mear- 
ing of their oaths cannot be that they ſhall rule or 
judge according to them longer then they continue 
to be laws: Butif any of them ſhall come afterwards 
to be lawfully repealed, both king and judge are free 
from ruling and judging according to ſuch of them . 
aSare thus lawfully repealed , notwithſtanding their 
originall oath. Since therfore if the firſt takers of that 
oath werenow alive, they could not be f3id to have 
abjured epiſcopal! government, which hath been ſince 
eſtabliſhed by the lawes of this'churchand kingdome, 

eſpecially 


(6) 

eſpecially conlidering that this chirchinher confe(. 
ſion holdeth charch government to bealterable at the 
will of the church : certainly we repeating but theit 
oath, cannot be ſaid to abiure that government now, 
morethen they could be taid todo it if they were 
now alive and repeating the ſame oath. | 

Thirdly, how canit be thought that the very a& of 
hisMaicſties command 'ng this oath ſhould make epiſ- 
copall government to be abiured 44 it, more then the 
covenanters requiring it of their affociats, in borh co: 
venants the words and ſyllables of the conteſſion of 
faith being the ſame? Now it is wel known that many 
were brought in to ſubſcribe their covenant, bythe 
{ovlemnproteſtarions of the contrivers & urgers of it 
that they might ſubſcribe it withour abiuring of epil: 
copacie, and other ſuch things as were eſtabliſhed by 
law,ſincethe time that this oath was firſt invetited and 
made; and the three Miniſtersintheir firſt anſwersts 
the Aberdene Quzres have fully and clearly expreſ- 
ſed theraſelves to that ſenſe, holding theſe things for 
the preſentnot to be 1bjured,bur only refetred tothe 
criall of a free generall Aſtembly: and likewaits the 
adherersto the laſt proteſtation againſt his Majeſtics 
proclamation, bearing datethe 9. of September , in 
their ninth reaſon againſt the ſubſcription urged by his 
Maicſty,do plainly averre, that this oath urged by his 
Maicſty doth oblige the takers of it, 70 maintain Perth 
articles, and to maintain epiſcopacy. Why therefore 
ſome menſ{wearing the ſame words &ſyllables ſhould 
have theur wordstakento another ſenſe,& be thought 
to abiure epilcopall government, more then others 
who have taken the ſame oath in the ſame words, 
mult needs paſle the capacity of an ordinary under- 
itanding. Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, it isa receive maxime , and 7t canot be 
dinied,but that oaths miniſtred unto us muſt either be re- 
fuſed,or elſe taken according to the known mind, profeſ- 
ſed intcntion,and expreſſe command of authority urging 
the ſame : A propoſition, not onely received in all 
ſchools, but poſitively ſet down by the adherers to 
the ſaid proteſtation zoridem verbs in the place above 
Cited. But it is notoriouſly knownevenunto thoſe who 
{ub{cribed the confeſſion of faith by his Majeſties 
commandment,that his Majeſtic not only in his king- 
domes of England and Ireland , is a maintainer and 
upholder of epiſcopall government according to the 
laws of the {aid Churches and Kingdomes, but that 
likewaies he is a defender , and intends to continue a 
defender of the ſame government in his kingdome of 
Scotland,both before the time,and at the time when 
he urged this oath,as is evident by that whichis in my 
Lord Commiſſoner his pretace,both concerning his 
Majceſties inſtructions to his Grace , and his Graces 
expreſſing his Majeſties mind , both to the Lords of 
Councell,and to the Lords of Seſſion ; and the ſame 
likewaies 1s plainly expreſſed and acknowledged by 
the adherers to the ſaid proteſtation in the plac:above 
cited : their words being theſe; And it is moſt manifeſt 
that his Majeſties mind,yntention,and commandment, ts 
no other but that the confeſ5ion be ſworn, for the mainte- 
nance of religion as it 1s already or preſently profeſſed 
(theſe two being co-incident altogether one and the ſame, 
not only mn our common form of ſpeaking, but in all his 
Majeſties { ir pe and thus as itincludeth , and 
continueth within the compaſſe thereof, the foreſaids no- 
vations and tpiſcopacic,which under that name were al- 
ſo ratified,in the firſt parliament holden by his Majeſty. 
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From whence it is plaine, that epiſcopacie not being 
caken away or ſuſpended by any of his Majeſties de- 
clarations,as theſe other things were which they call 
novarions, it muſt needs both in deed, and m the 
judgment of the faid proteſters no waicsbe intended 
by his Majcſtic to beabjured by the ſaid oath. Now 
both the -4jor and that patt of the miyor which con- 
cerncth epiſcopall government in the Church of 
Scotland, being cleerly acknowledged by the prote- 
ſters,andthe part of the 9zinor concerning that 
government in his othertwo kingdomes being noto- 
riouſly known, not only to them , bur to all others 
who know his Majeſty, how it can be imagined that 
his Majeſty by that oath ſhould command epiſcopacy 
to be abjured,or how anyone to whom his Majeſties 
mind concerging epiſcopall government was known, 
could honeſtly or ſafely abjure it, let it be lefr to the 
whole world to judge,eſpecially conſidering that the 
proteſters themſelves in that place above cited, by a 
dilemma, which we leave to themſelves to an[wer, 
haveaverred, that when that a& of councell ſhould 
come our , yetthat it could nor be inferred from 
thence that any ſuch thing was abjured. 

Fitthly and laſtly, if the explanation in that a&t of 
councell be taken in that not only rigid bur unreaſo- 
nable and ſenſleſſe fenſe which they urge, yer they can 
never make it appear, that epiſcopal! government at 
the firſt time of the adminiſtring of that oath was 4- 
boliſhed : The very words of that confeſſion of taith, 
immediately after the beginning of it, being theſe, Re- 
cerved,beleeved, defended by many and ſundry notable 
kirks and Realms , but chiefly by the kirk of Scotland, 
the Kings Majeſtie and three Eſtates of this realme, P 

Goas 
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Gods eternall truth cf only gr ound of our ſalv ation,cyc. 
By which it is evident, that the ſubſcription to this 
confeſſion of faithis to be urgedinno other ſenſe then 
as it was then belceved andyeceived by theKingsMa- 
jeſtie,and the three Eſtates of this realme at that time 
in being ; and it 15 well known, that at that time Bij- 
, Abbots and Priors made up a third eſtate of 
this realm, which gave approbation to this confeſſion 
of faith : and therefore it isnotto be conceived, that 
this third cſtate did then abjure cpiſcopacic , or 
that epiſcopacie was at the firſt ſwearing of that con- 
fefſton aboliſhed, But lay thatat that time it was abo- 
liſhed by acts of generall Aſſembly, yet was itnot ſa 
by any act of Parliament,nay by many as of Parlia- 
mentit was in force, becauſe none of them was 5 
ed;ſomewhereofarc annexed inthe ſheet immediatly 
after theſe reaſons , which we pray the reader care- 
fully to ue and ponder:and at the very time of the 
taking of this oathand after,biſhops,whoſe names are 
well known,were in being. Now itis to be hoped that 
in a Monarchy or any other well conſtituted repub- 
lick,that damnable Jeſuiticall poſition ſhall never take 
place, That what is once enated by a Monarch 8: his 
three eſtates inParliament,ſhall ever be held repealed 

or repealable by any ecclefiaſticall nationall Synod. 
By all which it iseyident, that the explanation of 
that a& of councell ſo groundleſly urged, can induce 
no man to imagine that by the confeſſion of faith late- 
ly ſworn by his Majeſties commandment, epiſcopall 
government, which then did, and yet doth ſtand cſta- 
bliſhed by acts of this Church and Kingdome,cither 


was,or poſſibly could be abjured. 
And having now(good Reader)heard his Majcſties 
d 2 
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minde in his inſtru&tions to us, our minde in requiri 

in his Majeſties name this oath to be taken, and theſe 
few reaſons of many which do evidently evince the 
inconſequence of thatſenſe which without any ſhow 
of inference is pur upon it by thoſe, who would go on 
in making men ſtill beleeve,that all which they do or 
ſay is grounded uponauthority,though they themſelvs 


* do well know the contrary ; we ſuppoſe that all they 


who have taken this oath will reſt ſatisfied that they 
havendt abjured epiſcopal government,and thatthey 
who ſhall take it,will take it in no other ſenſe. 

Which timely warning of ours, we are the more 
willing to give,becauſe we are given to underſtand, 
that even they who were wont to call the takers of 
this oath (notwithſtanding of that explanation by at 
of councell ) perjured and damned perſons, and in 
their pulpits called the urging of it the depth of Sa- 
than,do now mean to take itthemſelves, and urge o- 
thers to take irin that ſenſe which they make men be- - 
lecve (though wrongtully)that a& of councell makes 
advantageous to their ends. ; 

But we do in his Majeſties name require that none 
preſume to take the ſaid oath, unlefle they be requi- 
red ſo to do by ſuchas ſhall have lawfull authority 
from his Majeſtic to adminiſter it unto them : being 
confident, that none cither will or can take the. ſaid 
oath orany other oath in any ſenſe, which may not 
conſiſt with'epiſcopall government, having his Ma- 
zeſties ſenſe, and ſo the ſenſe of all lawfull authority 
fully explained to them. 
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> Hat epiſcopall juriſdition was 
F- in force by acts of parliament, 
5 and no wayes aboliſhed nor 
Þ ſuppreſſed in the year 1580. 
Z* nor at the time of reforma- 
9 tion of religion within ths 
a realm of Scotland, doth evi- 
© dently appeare by the adts® 
of. parliament # 4 mentioned. 

Firſt by the parliament 1567. cap.2. whereby at 
the time of reformation the Popes authority was a- 
boliſhed, it is enacted by the ſaid aft, That no biſhop, 
ver other prelate in this realm, uſe any juriſaiction 12 
time coming by the biſhop of Romes authority. And by 
the third at of the ſame parliament, whereby it is 
declared, That all a&ts not agreeing with Gods word, 
and contrary to the conſeſviou of fanh approved by the 
eſtates i that parliament. to have #0 effect nor firength 
11 time 10 come. Whereby it is. evident, that it was 

hot the reformers intentionto ſuppreſſe epitcopacie, 
but that biſhops ſhould not uſe any juriſdiction. by 
the biſhop of Rome his authority ; an\! ſeeing they 
did allow epifcopacie to cotitinue inthe church, that 
they did not eſteeme the ſame contrary to Gods 
word and confcſhon foreſaid:as appeares more clear- 
ly by the ſixth a&t of rhe ſaid parliament , which is 
d2 ratified 
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ratified inthe parliament 1 5 79.cap.68. whereby it is 
declared, That the miniſters of the bleſſed Evangel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom God of his mercie hath now raiſed 
up amongft us , or hereafter ſhall raiſe , agreting with 
them that now live in dottrine or adminiſtration of the 


ſacraments, andthe people of thus realme that profeſſe 


Chriſt as he is now offered in hi: Evangel,and do com. 
municate with the holy ſacr aments, as in the reformed 
kirks of this realme they are prin —_ 
according to the confeſscon of the faith, tobe the only 
true and holy kirk of Jeſus Chriſt within this realme ; 
without any exception by reaſon of policy and dilci- 


.pline, declaring only {uch as cither gain-lay the 


word ofthe Evangel according to the heads of the 
ſaid confeſſion, or refuſe the participation of the 
holy ſacraments as they arenow miniſtrate, tobe no 
members of the ſaid kirk ſo long as they keep them- 
ſelves ſo divided from the ſociety of Chriſts body. 
Whereby it is manifeſt , that it was not the ſaid re- 
formers minde to exclude any from that ſociety by 
reaſon of diſcipline, and that they did wr at that 
time innovate or change any thing in that poli 
found inthe ſaid rn A a. >-ned wy, hey 
This is likewaies evident by the oath to be mini- 
ſtred tothe king at his coronation, by the eighth aR 
of the ſaid parliament, wherby he is to {wear 19 main- 
tain the true religion of Jeſus Chriſt, the preaching of 
his holy word, and due and right miniſtration of the ſa. 
craments now received and preached within this realm, 
and ſhall aboliſh and gain-ſtand all falſe religion con- 
trary tothe ſame ; without ſwearing to any innovation 
of policicand diſcipline of the kirk. 
Secondly, 


f 
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Seconidly, ittdothevidently appear by theſe ſuble- 
quent aGts of parliament, that by rhe municipall law 
of this realm archbiſhops and biſhops was not only 
allowed in the kirk, but ao had juriſdiction and au- 
thority to governthe ſame. 

Firſt, by the 2 4 act of the ſaid parliament, whereby 
all crovell priviledges granted by our [overaigne Lords 
predeceſſors to the ſpiritual eſtate of ths realm,are rati- 
fiedin all points after the form and tenor thereof. And 
by the 35. act of the parliament 1571. whereby all 
and whatſoever ats and ſtatutes made of before 
our ſeveraigne Lord and his predeceſſors anemt t 
freedome and liberty of the true kirk of God, ave ratifi- 
ed and approved. 

By the 46. a& of the parliament 1572. whereby 
it is declared, that Archbiſhops and biſhops have the 
authority, and are ordained to conveen and deprive 
all inferiourperſons being miniſters, who thal nor ſub- 
ſcribe the articles of rehigion,and givetheir oath for 
acknowledging and recognoſcing of our ſoveraigne 
Lord and his authority, & bring a teſtimoniallin wri- 
ting thereupon within a moneth afterpheir admiſſion. 

By the 48.aG ofthe {ime parliament,whereby itis 
declared,that archbiſhops and biſhops have authority 
at their viſitztions to defigne miniſters pleibes: © 

By the 54. act of the ſaid partament, whereby 
archbiſhops and biſhops are authorized//:to. no- 
minate and appoint at their wiſttations; perfons in 
every parochin for making and ſetting of the'tax+ 
ation , for upholding 'and repairing of- kitks and 
kirk-yards, and to conveene, try, and ccnfure 
all perſons that ſhall be foand :to. have: applied 

to 
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totheir own uſe the ſtones, timber, or any thing elſe 
pertaining to kirks demoliſhed. 

By the 55. a of the parliament 1573. whereb 
archbiſhops and biſhops are authorized to admoni 

erſons married,in calc of deſertion, to adhere, and in 
caſe of diſobedience,to dirett charges to the mniſter of 
the parechin te proceed to the ſentence of excommuni- 
Cation, 

By the 63.a& of the parliament 1578, whereby 
biſhops,& where no biſhops are provided,the Com- 
miſſioner of dioceſſes,have authority to try the rents 
of hoſpitals,and call for the foundations thereof, 

By the 69 at of the parliament 15 79. whereby 
the juriſdition of the kirk is declared to ſtand in 
preaching the word of Jeſus Chrift,correttion of man. 
ners, and adminiſtration of the holy ſacraments , and 
yet no other authority nor office-bearer allowed and 


- appointed by act of parliament,nor is allowed by the 


former a&s; but archbiſhops and biſhops intended to 
continue in their authority, as is clear by theſe ads 
following. 

Firſt,by the 7 1. aGt of the ſame parliament, where- 
by perſons returning from their travels arc ordained, 
withinthe ſpace of twenty dayes after rheir return, to 
paſſe tothe biſhop, ſuperintendent, commuſ5ioner of the 
kirks wherethey arrive and reſide, and there offer to 


.make and give a confeſſion of their faith, or then 


within tourtie'daics to remove themſelves forth of” 
the realme. 
By the 99. ad of theparliament 1581. whereby 
the foreſaids acts are tified and approved. 
By the 130.AG of the parliament 1584. whereby 


IT 


__ : 

| is ordained,that none of his Maicſties liegesand ſub- 
xs preſume or take upon hand to impugne the dig- 
nity and authoritic of the three eſtates of this king- 
_ dome,whereby the honour and authority of the kings 
Maicſtics ſupreme court of parliament, paſt all memo- 
ric of man,hath been continued,or to ſcek or procure the 
1novation or diminution of the power ana authoritie 
of the ſame three eſtates , or any of them in time coming 
under the pain of treaſon.  ... 

By the 1 31. at of the ſameparliament., whereby 
all indgments and juriſditions as well in ſpirituall as 
temporall cauſcs,in practice and cuſtome during theſe 
twenty four years by-paſt not approyed by his high- 
ncſle and three cſtates in parliament, are diſcharged: 
and whereby it is .detended, That none of his bighneſſe 
ſubictts of whatſoever qualitte,eſtate, or funttion they be 
of, ſpirituall or temporall preſume, or takenpon hand to 
convorate, conveen, or aſſemble themſelves together for 
holding ef councels, conventions, or aſſemblies, to treat, 
conſult, or determinate inany matter of eſtate, civillor 
eccleſ#aſticall (except inthe ordinary indgements ) with. 
out his M ajeſlies ſpeciall commandement or expreſſe li- 
cence had and obtained to that effect: 

By the 1 32. atof the ſaid parliament, authorizing 
biſhops to try and iudge miniſters guilty of crimes 
meriting deprivation. | 
»— By the 133. a of the ſame parliament, ordain- 
ing Miniſters cxcrcing any-office beſide. their cal- 
ling to be tried and adjudged culpable by their -Or- 
Ainaries. | | At WAR 

Bythe 23. at of the parliament 1589.'whereby 
ul adts made by his:highnefſe, or his moſt noblepro- 

c gcntors 
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nitors anent the kirk of God, and religionpreſently 
Sofclled, are ratified. 

By the 231. act of the parliament 1597. bearing, 
That our ſoveraigne Lord and his highneſſe eftates in 
parltament , having ſpectall coxſideration f the great 

IS 


priviledges. and immunities granted by his highneſſe 
predeceſſors to the holy kirk within thus realme , and to 
the ſpectall perſons exercing the offices, titles, and dig- 
nities of the prelates within the ſame : Which perſons 
have ever repreſented one of the eſtates of this realm in .' 
all conventions of the ſaids eſtates ; and that the ſaids 
priviledees and freedomes have becn from time to time 
renemed and conſerved in the ſame mntegritie wherein 
they were at any time before; $0 that his cMaieſt1e ac- 
knowledging the ſame to be fallen now under his Ma- 
reſties moſt favour ableprotettion , therefore his Maieſty 
with conſent of the eſtates declares . that the kirk within 
this realme', whereinthe true religion is profeſſed, is the 
true and holy kirk : And that ſuch miniſters as his Ma- 
zeſtie at any time ſhall pleaſe to provide to the office, 
place, title, and dignitie of a biſhop, &c. ſhall have wore 
in parliament, ſicklike and als freely as any other 
us prelate had at any time by-gone, Andal- 
fo declares, that all biſhopricks vaicking, or that ſhall 
vaick, ſhall be only diſponed to actuall preachers and 
miniſters 1n the kirk,or ſuch as ſhall take upon them to 
exerce the ſaid fundion. - | 
By the ſecond at of the parliament 1506, whereb 

the ancient and fundamental! policie , conſiſting in the 
maintenance of the three eſtates | 5hownry , being of 


lategreatlyimpaired and almoſt ſubvertied , eſpecially 


by the indirect abolifhing of the eſtate of biſhops by the 
a 
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att of annexation : CAlbeit it was never meantd by his 
Mateſtie, nor by el thatthe ſaid eſtate of biſhops, 
being 4 neceſſary eſtate of the parliament , ſhould any 
wayes be ſuppreſſed; yet by diſmembring and abſtratting 
from themof their livings being brought in contempt 
and poverty , the ſaid cftate of biſhops is reſtored , and 
redintegrate to ther. ancient and accuſtomed honour, 
dignities,prerogatives,priviledges lands teindes,rents, 
as the ſame was in the reformed kirk ,noſt amply and free 
at any time before the att of annexation ; reſcinding 
and annulkng all acts rh parliament made in preiudice 
of the ſaids biſhops in the premiſſes, or any of them, with 
all that hath followed, or may follow thereupon , to the 
effect they may peaceably enioy the honours , dignities, 
priviledges, and prerogatives competent to thew or their 
eſtate ſince the reformation of religion, 

By the 6. act of the 20. parliament , declaring zhat 
archbiſhops and biſhops are redintegrate to their former 
authority, dignity , prerogative , priviledges and inriſ- 
diftions lewfulh pertaining and ſhall be known to per- 
tain tothem,e7 c. 

By the 1. actof the parliament 1617. ordaining 
achbiſhops and biſhops to be elected by their Chap- 
ters, and noother wayes, and conlccrate by the rites 
and order accuſtomed. ' 
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